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SIGNS OF LIFE  
   The spring time brings life around the church.  The 
cross flowerbed is blooming with purple, white and multi-
colored tulips.  These were planted last year and their 
beauty leaves one speechless.   
  Also a robin has made her nest on one of the South 

sanctuary entrance columns.  The children and many adults have been keeping a 
close watch over her progress and the anticipated arrival of some new little ones.   

Youth Outing - G & G  - Golf and Games 
   The quarterly youth outing took them to play black light golf 
in Corydon Indiana.  The picture to the left of Michael Grass-
myer putting is misleading for the flash of camera lit every-
thing up.  Only the neon and lightest colors would reflect and 
could be seen which affects ones perceptions.  However it is a 
great excuse to give on why one shot a terrible round of golf.       

   After the golf the youth played a few video games.  On the 
right Hanley Fultz, tried his luck at driving a road 
course in Japan.  This is ironic because during 
the next school year Hanley will be an exchange 
student in Japan.  He noted driving the Japanese 
route wasn’t much different than driving in  
Washington County as you take your life in your 
hands at both places.  

  Washington County Unity Prayer BreakfastWashington County Unity Prayer BreakfastWashington County Unity Prayer BreakfastWashington County Unity Prayer Breakfast    
To the left is a flyer reminding everyone the Annual Washington 
County Unity Prayer Breakfast will be held in the Bradie Shrum  

Elementary Gym on Saturday, May 10 at  
7:30 AM and the program will follow at 8 AM.  

 .  The speaker will be Tarik Glenn, who retired from the 
Indianapolis Colts and the Theme will be “Making Connections.” 

We encourage everyone to attend this annual unity prayer breakfast. 
Other Activities & Events  During the Month of MayOther Activities & Events  During the Month of MayOther Activities & Events  During the Month of MayOther Activities & Events  During the Month of May 

Sunday, May 4 - 7:30 AM - UM Men’s Breakfast 
Sunday, May 4 & 18 - Youth 

Wednesday, May 7 - 7 PM - UM Women 
Sunday, May 11 - Mother’s Day 

Saturday, May 31 - Salem High School Baccalaureate & Graduation 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Also - the Trustees will meeting at 2:30 PM on Sunday, May 4 
and the Ad. Council will meet on Sunday, May 18 at 2 PM. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
National Day 
 of Prayer 

2 3 
Paul Jolly 
Cassie Burnett 

4 7:30 AM-UM 
      Men Breakfast 
2:30 Trustees 
4 PM - Youth 
6 PM - Excuse Class  

5 
Lary In Bloomington 

6 
12 Noon  Unity 
Prayer Breakfast 
Meeting - City Hall 

7 
6:30 PM - Choir 
7 PM - UM Women 

8 9 
Elva Norris 

10 
7:30 PM -WC 
Unity Prayer  
Breakfast  

11 PENTECOST 
MOTHER’S DAY 

12 
POSTAGE RATES 
INCREASE TODAY 

13 
5:45 PM -  
Prayer Team 

14 
Lary in Bloomington 
for NCD Meeting 
6:30 PM - Choir 

15 
Dawn Davis 

16 17 
Mary Lee Hardin 
Beth Lockenour 

18 
2 PM - Ad. Council 
4 PM - Youth 
Jenna Ralston 

19 
Jim Ralston 

20 
WC Ministerial  

Alliance Meeting 
6 PM - WC Humane 

Society 

21 
6:30 PM - Choir 
Brian Duffy 

22 23 
Cropper’s Out of Town 
Dave Brown 
Rebecca Apple-
Haslanger 

24 

25 
Ruth Cooke 

26 MEMORIAL DAY 
Phyllis Massey 

27 28 12 Noon - WC 
Foodbank  

- Susan Green 
Terri Boling 
Dustin Armand 

29 30 
Jo Ann House 
 

31 
Salem High School 
Baccalaureate & 
Graduation  
Dale Tash 
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Lary’s Lines Lary’s Lines Lary’s Lines Lary’s Lines . . .The Real Winner Was the Losing Coach   
“. . . For I have learned to be content, whatever the circumstances.”  “. . . For I have learned to be content, whatever the circumstances.”  “. . . For I have learned to be content, whatever the circumstances.”  “. . . For I have learned to be content, whatever the circumstances.”      

Philippians 4:11bPhilippians 4:11bPhilippians 4:11bPhilippians 4:11b    
Many were shocked when the Kansas Jayhawks played the Memphis Tigers in the NCAA Men’s 
championship basketball game in early April.  Both were number one seeds in the tournament 
but many predicted the final game would match the other two number one seeds, UCLA and 
North Carolina.  Memphis had lost only one game all year and in the semi-final game set an 
NCAA Men’s record by winning their 38th game of the season.  By winning the championship 

game they could complete the season 39 and 1.   
With a little over 2 minutes remaining, the Tigers held a 9 point lead and victory seemed to be in 

hand.  However, the Kansas team didn’t give up and the problem plaguing Memphis all year 
reared it ugly head as the players were poor at making their free throws.  Kansas continually 

fouled the Tiger players to stop the clock and the Memphis players went to the charity stripe to 
keep or extend the lead, but they missed.  Kansas took advantage of this flaw and cut into the 

lead.  With 10.8 seconds remaining, Derrick Rose was fouled.  His two foul shots could give 
Memphis a 4 point lead and pretty much seal the fate of the game.  What I find significant is 

what John Calipari, coach of the Memphis Tigers shared in the post game press conference.  He 
realized history would be made based on the outcome of the foul shots.  He reasoned, if Rose 

makes them both, Memphis would probably win its first NCAA championship.  If he missed, then 
Kansas could tie or win the game.  Then Calipari added, “I believe everything  

happens for a reason.  I told God everything would be fine if Rose made the free throws and 
likewise, everything would be fine if he missed them.”  Either way Calipari revealed, “I would be  

content because I believe God permits things to happen for a reason.”   
   Rose made the first foul shot but missed the second.  Kansas took the ball down court and 

Mario Chalmers hit a 3 point shot with about 2 seconds left and sent the game into overtime.  In 
the extra period the Jayhawks completely dominated the play and won their third Men’s  

Championship by the score of 75-68.  Kansas got to celebrate and cut down the nets, however, 
the losing coach showed class in taking the blame for his players poor free throw shooting down 
the stretch.  His comment about being content regardless of what happens reveals a depth in his 

faith and life which should cause each of us to ask, “Lord do I practice a faith like this?”  John 
Calipari demonstrates he has learned to be content because he knows, God is the one who is  

ultimately in control of life. 
I was told by Keith Shelby, a minister as Southern Hills and die hard Memphis fan that John 
Calipari and his wife are members of a United Methodist Church in Memphis.  However, he 
added, Calipari also attends Catholic Mass.  I don’t know if it is the minister, the Priest, the  
laity or who, but God has planted some wonderful seeds by using the losing coach in the  
championship game to share his faith and display what winning for the Kingdom of God is  

ultimately about in life.  
 

DATE             SCRIPTURES                                       SERMON            
May 4      Proverbs 16:18-19                              Vote For Pedro  
May 11    Romans 5:1-11                     A Well Rounded Christian Character 
May 18    Hebrews 4:12-13                              The Word of God  
May 25    Genesis 41:18-43                        Doing the Will of God  
June 1    Matthew 22:34-40                The Greatest Commandments                           



 

 

 

A WORD FROM BISHOP MIKE 

“April Fools!” – April 2, 2008 

When our son Steve was a little boy, he loved April Fools Day.  He would repeat various exaggerations, 
and then shout with glee, “April Fools!”  I am not sure what appealed to him so much about that day.  
Perhaps it was the fact that otherwise we always stressed as a family telling the truth, but on April 1st, it 
was OK to make up elaborate statements and out-right lies (like running in and saying, “Dad, a tree just 
fell on your car”).  Perhaps he just liked trying to fool people.  I am not sure about the attraction, but he 
really got into that April Fools Day stuff. 

Yesterday I even pulled an April Fools Day joke on my Administrative Assistant, Ed Metzler.  Ed has 
quite a nice sense of humor, and he often tries to surprise and even fool me, so yesterday I took my shot.  
Marsha and I are in Florida, enjoying some vacation and visiting my parents, so I sent Ed an e-mail telling 
him that, “We have decided to come home early.  The weather is just too nice and sunny, the beach has 
too much sand, and the flowers and trees are too green down here.  Please pick us up at the airport tonight 
because we want to get home while it is still April Fools Day.”  Ed was not fooled, although he did say 
that his initial reading of my e-mail surprised him and made him wonder what was wrong. 

April Fools Day reminds us that we are all called to be “fools for Christ.”  The Apostle Paul reminds us 
(in I Corinthians 1:18-31) that “We proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness 
to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wis-
dom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than 
human strength.” 

Isn’t it true?  So much of our faith seems like foolishness, but in fact God uses our foolishness, our weak-
ness, and our human failings to teach the world about the truth, the strength, and the power of faith. 

My daughter Laura sent me an Aprils Fools Day story about an atheist who went court demanding that 
atheism receive formal holidays just like other religions.  The judge threw the law suit out of court, ob-
serving that atheists already have their holiday -- it is April Fools Day! 

I may be a fool, and I certainly do not have all wisdom, but I want to be a fool for Christ. 

Bishop Michael Coyner 

For Your InformationFor Your InformationFor Your InformationFor Your Information    
I had the question posed why Bishop Coyner’s articles may run about a month late.  Actually, 
the Bishop sends the E-pistles out via e-mail at his own discretion but he generally averages 

two per month.  I try to choose one to place in the newsletter. 
Our United Methodist General Conference is held every four years.  This year it is being held 
in Fort Worth, Texas from April 23-May 2.  Bishop Mike had to travel to Fort Worth, about a 
week early to meet with the other UM Bishops from around the world, who form the Council 

of Bishops.  Before he left, he sent another E-pistle dealing with the pastors from both  
Indiana Conferences who had met in Indianapolis on April 14-15.  So this month, the decision 

on which e-pistle to select was very simple as I figured you would rather read about April 
Fools and being foolish for Christ as opposed to the preachers gathering.   



Date                   Attendance                                  Offering                                    Missions 
March 23                  96                                           2084.65                                        130.00 
March 30                  64                                           2390.25                                          45.00 
April 6                     100                                           2897.50                                       241.00  
April 13                     66                                           1964.70                                         70.00 
April 20                     75                                           1428.25                                         40.00 

2008 Camping Information is on the bulletin board outside the church office.   

UNITED METHODIST GENERAL AND ANNUAL CONFERENCES 
Our General Conference is meeting in Fort Worth, Texas now through May 2.   

We will try to keep you informed of any major issues and changes which occur. 
Our Annual Conference will be held on June 5-7 in Bloomington.  The major issue is the vote on whether 
to merge the North and South Indiana Conference and form a new “Indiana Conference.   Lary represents 

the church as the clergy member and Barbara Spaulding represent the church as the lay member.   
We will discuss the Imagine Indiana report at the quarterly May 18 Ad. Council meeting.  

Thirty-Two, Easter Lilies Given To Decorate the Sanctuary  
Paul & Pat Allemeier – In memory of Mary Evelyn Orr 
Mickie & Taylor Alexander – In memory of Jody Gasaway Copeland & Robert Gasaway 
Radim & Ursula Balcar – To the glory of God 
Marilyn Branaman – In memory of A.A. & Goldie Mathes 
Dan & Judy Brown   
Mildred Bower 

Leonard Chastain – In memory of Truly Ann Chastain 
Sue Claxton – In memory of Grant and Bernice Claxton 
Marvin & Sandy Clark – In memory of Ellsworth & Minnie Clark Ellis & Judy Clark 
Ruth Cooke 
Lary, Nancy & Jonathan Cropper (2) – In memory of Charles & Wanda Cropper 
Lane, Linda, Lorne & Desiree Freiberger – In memory of loved ones 
Chet & Susan Green – Our parents  
Gary & JoAnn Green – In memory of Olive Kight 
Gwen Hardin (2) – Given to the glory of God 
Paul & Margo Jolly (2) – L.G. and Doris Jolly, Marvin and Doris Heilig 
Elizabeth Land – In memory of Richard E. Land 
John, Tina & Matthew McConnell (2) – In memory of Herbert A. and Ruth S. McConnell 
Jim & Linda Ralston – Our parents 
George & Jan Richardson – To the glory of God 
Jackie & Marsha Roberts – In memory of our parents  
Mary Mead & Micah Robertson (3) – In memory of Charles W. Mead, Gilbert & Georgia Hughes 
Mae Richardson – In memory of my family 
J.K. & Terry Robinson (2) – In memory of Sam & Elnora Banks, John & Carly Robinson 
Grover Smith – My parents 

EASTER MORNING BREAKFAST 
  The Easter breakfast was a great gather-
ing with an abundance of food and  
fellowship.  Nearly 60 people gathered 
for this annual morning celebration meal.  
We were especially delighted to have 
Audrey Nichols (on the left side of the 

picture above) join us from the Meadowview care facility where she 
has made a smooth transition to her new residence.       
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Worship Service       9:30 AM                                                                                                         Pastor Lary Cropper 
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We extend our sympathy to the family of Francis Laverne Hopkins who passed on March 22, 2008 
 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Homebound   

David McCaslin, Joyce Allen, Mildred Bower,  
Others:  Nellie Baker, Harry Baker, Manilla Maudlin, Grover Smith,  

Marcia Gwaltney - broken hip 
Nursing Home/Extended Care    

Audrey Nichols  - Meadow View  
Pat Boling - Heritage House/The Waters 

Mary Lee Hardin - Eden Terrace - Louisville, KY 
Barbara Hughes - Franklin Home, Les Allen - Masonic Home, Franklin, Indiana 

Other People and Situations 
Jim Maxwell - Carolyn Ander’s Brother,  

Linda Charles - Dale Tash’s Sister, 
Marlene Reynolds - Niece of Doris Sanders  

 Our new District Superintendent Charlie Wilfong 
The Bishop and Cabinet in making future appointments of pastors 

Our new incoming Pastor Diana McCracken 
The economic and social situations facing our country and around the world. 

2008 UMC Conferences 
All UMC Delegates currently at the General Conference in Ft. Worth, Texas 

For all UMC Delegates in both Indiana Conferences to practice  
Godly discernment in the Imagine Indiana vote.    




